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Two of many examples of Reusable Transport Packaging

Optimal design and resource 
efficient production

RTP is designed in such a way that it 
can be produced as resource friendly as 
possible while still resulting in a long-
lasting user-friendly product. 
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Since RPCs come into contact with food, 
certified food safe plastic is needed for 
production. As much recycled (food safe) 
plastic as available is used in producing RPCs.

Made from PEFC certified sustainable wood 
and are fully recyclable.
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7 to 12 years
of usage

up to 120 cycles
of reuse

60% CO2 reduction
compared to single use 
cardboard packaging4 

up to 30 
times
used per year in 
an 8-year cycle

40 - 50% CO2

reduction in comparison 
with non-pooled 
alternatives5

55 - 70% timber
70 - 80% landfill
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n RWPs are designed for standardized safe 

stacking, handling and loading, saving cargo 
space and creating safer work environments3. 
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of food saved 
annually

66
million

euros 
saved2 

35K
tons

96%
less

Reusable Packaging 
Containers (RPCs)

Reusable Wooden 
Pallets (RWPs)
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Reusable 
transport 
packaging

Reusable Transport Packaging (RTP) is the best way to reduce 
the environmental impact of packaging across the logistical 
supply chain.  RTP is intended for and based on the principles 
of prevention and reuse, rather than recycling, and is a great 
example of the circular economy in action.

By using and discarding less raw materials, ensuring a longer 
lifespan and providing safe and efficient transport, RTP is 
an essential enabler of obtaining the EU’s circular economy 
objectives1.

U
se RPCs are predominantly used for the transport 

of fresh (food) products.

Wooden pallets are predominantly used for 
the transportation of Fast-Moving Consumer 
Goods (FMCG).

http://rpeurope.eu


Beyond repair?

Reusable Wooden 
Pallets (RWPs)

Recycled into biomass pellets for heating 
systems, pet bedding and other materials

Reusable Packaging 
Containers (RPCs)

Safe for food handling:
recycled into new RPCs

Not safe for food handling:
recycled into raw material for added value 
application (such as furniture)

A circular reuse system

The use of a pooling system with RTP is much more efficient than single-use transport packaging, and 
lowers the final costs for its users. Overall, RTP results in a 40 to 60% CO2 reduction in comparison 
with single-use packaging and a significant waste reduction. 

The use of reusable packaging as a circular service is essential for reaching a climate-neutral economy. 
Reusable packaging is the most efficient and sustainable solution for transport packaging, such as 
RPCs and RWPs.

RTP is delivered to 
warehouses for retail, at 
which point the distribution 
to individual shops via RTP 
will be organized. This entails 
the entire transport from 
warehouse to shop display.

RTP is rented by the pooling company (e.g. 
in the case of RPCs to a grower or producer), 
with all costs covered in the rental contract. In 
the majority of cases (for RPCs), a fee and a 
deposit is paid to the pooling company.

RTP is then returned 
to the pooling 
company where it 
will be conditioned 
for reuse. This 
entails control, 
repair and cleaning. 

Grower / producer

RetailerPooling
company

35%
share of stock in 
the supply chain

35%
share of stock in 
the supply chain

30%
share of stock in 
the supply chain
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